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PLANNING COMMISSION
(State Plans Division)

Summary record of the meeting between the Deputy Chairman and Chief Minister
of Puducherry held on 19.02.2007 at Yojana Bhavan, New Delhi to finalise the
size of the State’s Annual Plan for 2007-03.

ededed

- A'r'{i_eeting chaired by the Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission was held on 19.02.
2007, at Yojéna Bhavan, New Delhi, to finalize the size of the Annual Plan 2007- 08 of
Puducherry. A list of participants is enclosed.

e 2 Welcoming the Chief Minister and the officers of Puducherry, Depuiy Chairman
' stated that Planning Commission will try lo its best to support the proposals of the
Ufiiori Ter.riiory to the extent possible. Last year Puducherry was given an ambitious

| ~ plan iricfeaée which almost became unrealistic. Hence, the officials of Puducherry can

-discuss with Member Secretary and arrive at a satisfactory plan outlay for 2007-08.

3. Chief Secretary of Puducherry then made a power point presentation indicating
the'geograAphical location and features of the Union Territory and then provided a brief
on the thrust areas and the targets to be achieved by the UT _duriné the Izleventh Plan
2007-12 and the Annual Plan 2007-08.

4. Member AH pointed out that economic growth and empioyment in Puducherry can
be inérgaSed by giving a boost to industrialization and by the development of its
services sector, especially tourism. Since industry in the UT is.still in the way of
development, its faster growth can be achieved by more investment in infrastructure. In
Pud‘ucherry,Athere was a problem of the retention of tourists because people. did not
find a place.to stay. Now Puducheﬁy has laid out the plan to retain the tourists and it
also has a beautification plan to attract more tourists. He stated that ir ‘other places,
we have been successful in getting business in the BPOs because of the familiarity of
the people with English language but in Puducherry people are familiar with French
language so they should try to get the business in BPOs from France.

5. Member AS stated that Puducherny is one state where plan and non-plan
expenditure are almost at par. Puducherry has a scheme of free di:,stri'b.:tic_n of rice to
ration card holders. This should be booked under non-plan expenses ar.d riot from the
plan side. Puducherry should take stock of What should be included in the Plan and
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alsc on Non-Plan side. The GSDP originating from Agriculture is only 3%, it seems that \ 3
'some subsidies, purchase of fertilizers etc. should be added on the plan side: <5\
Accounting in Puducherry should be on the same lines as is done elsewher:. He stated
that being a UT, Puducherry was not previously aflowed to borrow. But now even UTs

can borrow. He desired to know the current status of this.

5. He also pointed out that in Puducherry, Véry large amount of land is ccvered under
agricuiture but the UT should also ensure a higher level of productivity. T e eamphasis
in the UT shouldbe_mo_re on live stock. There was also a need for the value addition in

the marine fish activity. - .-

6. Member KP stated that Puducherry wasplannmg to setup a gas baseti power plant -
bt they should ensure the adcquate avajiabmty of gas for the U'r In Du"urherr‘,, the
domestic consumption of power is heavrfy subsxdnzed but the UT should also have a
. .scheme of charging for the umts beyond a certam pomt of consumptron In Puducherry,
~drinking water | is getting affected due to pollutlon therefore there was a rieed for water
conservation through methods hke spnnkler lrrtgatron and conservatmn of surface

water.

-

7' Member SH stated that the drop out rate in Puducherry has been brought to zero.
She requested the UT to record thelr expenences in this regard so that tre cther States
can take a !esson The Member further stated that the socxa! and nealth rndu,ators were
outstanding in uT. Puducherry has very low rate of IMR/MMR, but there was a
shortage of work force in the health centers and it needs to be strengthened. For
women & children, Puducherry has a plenty of schemes like the prcvnsxons of free
ration etc. but mstead the Ut should have the schemes for the enpcwerment of
women and empowerment should be across the board NCW report staies that sex -
“ratio in Puducherry is remarkabie but chr!d sex ratro ls low at ‘places like Veluhan.
Puducherry Government has a good focus on c0|r khad( and handrcraft 5.

8. Member VLC desired to know the steps taken by the UT for coastal aforestation beit
for preventing soil erosion and also en_quire_d.about the status of the Biotechnology
Park which was being set up. He said that with the kind of educationat status in
Puducherry, there was a possibility of using skilled workers to create more job

opportunities and enquired about the status of such programmes.
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9. Taking part in the discussions the Chief Minister of Fuducherry statel that they
have proposed a plan outlay of Rs.10, 000 crores for the Eleventh Plan and also
proposed an outlay of Rs.1600 crores for the Annual Plan 2007-08. He stated that
though Puducherry has limited resources to increase the revenue, nevertheless they
were trying their best to do so. At present, the grant loan ratio was 70:3C. He requested
for a system of 100% grant from Planning Commission. He further stated tiat varicus
developmental works have been going on in Puducherry and new projects need to be
téken up. Puducherry has conducted local bady elections for the first tme after a gap
of 38 years and these bodies have to execute various works for. which an amount of

Rs.140 crore in the Annual Plan may be released as grants to local bodies.

10. He ‘f»urther;stated that there is a long pending-demand for laying of new. r_:ailwéy lines
between Nagore and Karaikal and the project has been approved by the Railway
‘Board. For this the matching grant of Rs.25 crores was required to-be relezised as the
'share for the RailWay Board. He requested that a sum of Rs. 1 crore may b3 approved

for modernization of railway station at-Mahe.

11. He said that a new Karaikal District has been created last year which deoernds 80%
on canal irrigation, ultimately depending upon the Cauvery Water from Nettur Dam.

Since Karaikal District is backward, it may beAprovi.ded the BRGF grant.

12. According to him, Tourism has been de'cl-ar.ed.. as the thrust area due {o which an
airport will be built up in Puducherry and Karaikal. Hence, he suggested 1hat special
allocation of ands may be made for the execution of land purchase. He also said that
sewerage‘ and drainage works are being carried out in Puducherry and therefcre more

funds are required for these activities.

13. Yanam Region is frequently affected by cyclone and floods. Last yezr when the
Cenirai team visited Yanam to assess the flood damages, it strongly recornmended a

ldng-term intervention under the Plan to find out a permanent solution tc .tha above'

problem, and recommeﬁded a relief of Rs. 96 crores. The Chief Minister rec uested that
an amount of Rs.96 crores may be released during the Eleventh Plan for the above

purpose, out of which Rs.25 crores may be approved in the Annual Plan 200:7-08.

14. The Chief Minister stated that Puducherry was a welifare State and various welfare

programmes are being implemented in the UT. To carry forward the schemes viz.
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distribution of colour TV, an employment allowance, free dis stribution of rice to publl“ e

etc. special allocation of funds for these schemes may be made.

15. The Chief Minister stated that Puducherry was severely affectad by Tsunamr and

Do expressed his gratitude to the Government of India for provldmg necess.ary financial

... - Grores. He requested the Plannrng Commlsslon to approve at least Rs 750 srores in the
’Annual Plan 2007-08 for the Tsunami Reconstrucnon Programme E e

courses. He stated that to tap the expanding IT Sect
~:.Gandni Park-in 50 acres, Since ground water is already over explonted' famers are -

-+ -being encouraged to resort to sprinkler wngatron dnp lrngatron etc '

: assxstance under the State Plan for creation of rnfrastructure facmtres m the Tsunaml

affected area. For the current year, Planning Commussuon allowed a sum &t RS, 220

et . IREFE 1. Soram Ltk

~16: The Chief Minister stated that they have a long—term housmg scheme for frshen'nen
'+ He said that they have a plan for more colleges in whlch UT plans t6 rrtroduce rew

e

'.-»'.W.-.,.' N

- 17. The Chief Minister said with the support of Planning Cofmission, Pudicherry has
“been implementing Plans Schemes in a successful manner and ‘he ensured the

implementation of all the schemes in future alsa.

18 Deputy Charrman stated that we share of sense of apprecxatlon by the progress

being made by Puducherry. He stated that whereas some of the Schemes can be
supported, it will not be possible tc take up all the schemes suggested by the UT. |

L
For -

19 ln the end Member-Secretary announced a plan 0utlay of Rs 1455 00 crorés and
an ACA of Rs. 206 crores for the Unron Terntory of Puducherry A copy of the scheme'

of financing for 2007-08 for the Union Terntory of -Puoucherry is _enclos_ed. -

- The meeting ended with a vote of thanks fo the chaif.

'tuc d‘l'mplans to cev‘.lop Ra,w -

}
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S Annexure [
Puducherry (SOF) Rs. in crores
{ Annual Plan
Item . 2G07-08
Approved
1 ' 2
State Government
1.|State's Own Resources - 456
a. |Balance from Current Revenues * : - 231
b. {Miscellaneous Capital Receipts (Net) ' -
c. |Plan Grants Under EFC- -
d.|ARM ' - 271
c. |Reimbursement of CST Collections, - ~ 185
f. |Opening Balance -
2.1State's Borrowings (i-ii) AL T VR
(1}{Gross Borrowings (a to h) S 714
a.|State Provident Fund (Net) ' : 0
b.|Small Savings ' 180
“|d. {Net Market Borrowings '
e. [Negotiated Loans (HUDCO) - . 247
f. |Bonds/Debentures ‘ | 0
g. {Loans portion of NCA 177
h. |Loans for EAPs (Tsunami) 110
(iijRepayments **
3.|CENTRAL ASSISTANCE (a+b+c) 284
a. |Normal Central Assistance 76
b. |ACA for EAP 2.25
c. {Others _ 206 -
A: State Government Resources (1+2+3) 1455
AGGREGATE PLAN RESOURCES (A+B+C) 1455 T
. N\
STATE PLAN OUTLAY . 1455 >
Annexure |l
ACA (Others) Rs. in crore
NSAP - 115
CRF - 3.87
JNNURM ) 71.17
Tsunami Relief ) 130
Total 208




List of participants of the meeting between Deputy Chairman,
Planning Commission & Chief Minister of Puducherry, on Annual
Plan 2007-08 held on 19™ February 2007 in Yojana Bhavan.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Name of the Officers

Sh. Pradip Mehra
Sh.A.K. Chaturvedi
Sh. A. Anbaran
Sh, S. Gapalan
Sh.K. Emile Ranijit.
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-‘Sh.M. Sreedharan

Sh.A. Ramalingam

" Sh. R. Mogane
- . Sh.Aparajita Chodhury
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Sh.M.V. Rajasekharan

Sh. Montek Singh Ahluwalia

Sh. Rajeeva Ratnz Shah
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Prof. Abhijit Sen

Dr.V.L. Chopra

~Dr. Bhalachandra Mungekar

Dn(Msf) Syeda Hemeed
Sh.B.N. Yugandhar

Sh. Anwarul Hode

Sh. R. Sridharan

Smt. Sujeta Sharma

Sh. R.P Mishra
Sh. Riyazuddin
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Chief Secretary
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OSD to CM

Secretary

Director (Planning)
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